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preferably, in some cases, dissolved in cod-livcr oil, in which form the writer 
has used it with good satisfaction. 

Wc have no reason for doubting that the subsequent volumes of the reports 
of the Transactions of tho American Neurological Association will maintain 
the standard attained by the first, and, therefore, welcome the series in ad¬ 
vance as a substantial gain not only to the branch of medicine especially de- 
voted to the study of normal and morbid nervous phenomena, but also to the 
general literature of medicul science. 1«\ W. 


Art. XXIX.— Transactions of ylmcnVau Stale Medical Societies. 

1. Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania, June, 

1875. 8vo. pp. 385, Philadelphia, 1875. 

2. Transactions of (he Medical Society of Mew Jersey, May, 1875. 8vo. 

pp. 250. Newark, N. J., 1875. 

3. Transactions of the Kentucky State Medical Society } April, 1875. 8vo. 

pp. 48. 

4. Proceedings of the Medical Association of the State of Arkansas, Nov. 

1875. 8vo. pp. 7G. 

5. Transactions of (he Kansas Medical Society , May, 1875. 8vo. pp. 82. 

G. Transactions of the Medical Society of the District of Columbia, 1875. 

8vo. pp. 94. 

7. Transactions of the Texas Slate Medical Association, April, 1875. 8vo. 

pp. 223. Columbus, Texas. 

8. Transactions of the Colorado Territorial Medical Society, June, 1874, 

and June, 1875. 8vo. pp. 77. Denver, Col., 1875. 

1. Dr. Wm. Peffbr, in his Address in Medicine before the Medical Society 
of the State of Pennsylvania, enumerates the most important ideas and advances 
of tho last ten years. Newly observed forms of disease, nnd new or improved 
means of observation aud of treatment, are treated with rare discrimination 
and good judgment. 

Dr. Curwcn, of the State Hospital for the Insane at nnrrisburg, contributes 
a judicious report upon mental disorders, dealing with tho conditions of our 
social life as tending to impair health of mind, nnd with the means adapted to 
prevent mental disease. 

The larger portion of the volume is made up of reports from the various 
county medical societies. In one of these is reported by Dr. E. P. Allen a case 
iu which phlebitis was twice produced by tho hypodermic injection of ergot, 
for fibrous tumour of the uterus. 

The cure of aneurism of the loft external iliac, by Faradization, is reported 
by I)r. Duncan. 

An interesting ease of diaphragmatic hernia, fatal many months after its 
origin, is reported from Lycoming County. 

Dr. It. Davis advocates partial detachment nnd turning to one side of the 
placenta when attached over the os. Where dilatation of tho os has made 
some progress, this treatment arrests hemorrhage without the necessity of 
version, and allows the labour to progress naturally. 

The safety with which pneumutic aspiration may be employed is illustrated 
in a case described by Dr. Guthrie. Here the bladder was eighteen times 
emptied, without the slightest bad symptom. 
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Dr. IIirnm Corson commends, ns possessing extraordinary power over the 
assemblage of symptoms known ns dyspepsia, a combination of aloes and 
bicarbonate of soda known as Dr. Mettauer's aperient solution. 

Many of tho county reports here presented contain records of instructive 
cases, which, however, do not call for special comment. In tho earlier portion 
of tho volume, also, aro two or threo addresses and papers, which wero un¬ 
doubtedly listened to with pleasure and profit, but of which it is unnecessary 
or impracticable to mnko moro than brief mention. Sucli aro President W. 
L. Atlco’s address upon “ Old Physic and Young PhysicDr. lienj. Lee 
upon "Hygiene;” Dr. Kcyser upon "Cataract Extraction;" Dr, Turnbull 
upon some affections of the " Eustachian Tuboand Dr. Allis upon tho 
" Administration of Ether." 

2. Wo aro glad to seo from the minutes of this session of tho Medical 
Society of New Jersey that tho attention of members was directed to the pecu¬ 
liar advantages as a sanitarium possessed by tho region of tho Stato known ns 
"Tho Pines." 

In an essay on tho “ Causes of Insanity” by Dr. J W. Ward, we find sen¬ 
sible and discriminating views upon this often misconceived subject. It bus 
been somewhat discouraging to fiud even medical men Inibued with tho narrow 
and erroneous notions current among the laity. Tho absurdly false or exag¬ 
gerated importance attributed by tho vulgar to those outward circumstances 
or conditions which attend or preecdo tho overt manifestations of insanity, is 
here well exposed. What people commonly assign as causes of disease, are 
most often cither its results, or of purely secondary productive potency, or 
wholly unconnected with the attack. 

A very instructive instunco of tho importance of puro drinking water for 
cows, to insuro wholesome milk, is related, in a report from a standing commit¬ 
tee. Three infants wero well and thriving, upon tho inilk of one cow. Tho ani¬ 
mal unfortunately broke bounds, and drank of stagnant water from old clay- 
pits. After using her milk at morning nud noon tho next day, tho children 
were attacked with cholera infantum, from which two died before sunset, and 
the third and eldest after four duys. The pasturo was the eamo as before, the 
cow’s health not apparently affected, and no cause could bo discovered for tho 
children's illness other than that above assigued. 

The birth of nn infant weighing 15 pounds is reported by Dr. Welch. A 
predecessor of this heavy weight had scaled 14 pounds. 

Delirium tremens, iu a subject consuming five grains of morphia daily, was 
treated by the same physician with tinct. digitalis in increasing doses of from 
one to four drachms, every three or two hours. Profound slumber was pro¬ 
duced, without opiates, after sixty hours’ vigilanco, and after some twenty-eight 
additional hours of medication. 

A severe case of constitutional syphilis iu a lady of advanced years is stated 
to have resulted from the kisses of a graceless nephew. The results as 
described aro certainly far from encouraging to maiden aunts of kindly and 
indulgent impulses. 

Dr. Townsend describes a case of a woman dying after delivery, from terribly 
eevero neuralgic pains, nausea, and exhaustion, in whom wus found, instead of 
peritoneal inflammation, a liver weighiog seven pounds, nud a spleen softened 
and broken down, weighing twenty-four ounces. Tbo gull-bladder contained 
many small calculi. Neuralgic suffering, with nausea and biliary derangement, 
had been frequent for years ; and almost constant during tho last preganney. 
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During her attacks of biliary disorder *' irritative eruption*' had always ap¬ 
peared over tho region of the stomach and spleen. 

A very snggestivo paper, upon tho use of tho microscopo in gynaecology, is 
contributed by Dr. A. M. Edwards of Newark. From tho largo number of 
forms of fungoid life observed in uterine and vaginal discharges, the writer 
was led to surmiso that a moro exact knowledge and observation of theso 
might liavo important bearings upon treatment. Ills present aim is more to 
direct attention to the subject, than to demand any especial credit for hia own 
investigations. Tho matter is certainly worthy of further inquiry. 

Dr. 0. W. Larisou briefly reports several cases of ncuto affection of the 
medulla oblongata. Degencrntivo softening of the part was found in tho fatal 
cases. Pregnant women attacked with the disease speedily aborted. Of some 
forty cases said to have been observed, about one-half were fcmnles with child. 
All the patients wero adults. Debility, embarrassment of respiration, cough, 
sweating, vertigo, and mental disorder, were prominent symptoms. 

As a supplement to tho current number of its Transactions, tho New Jersey 
Society has published a condeused arrangement of its earliest archives and 
minutes, covering tho period from 1700 to 1800. 

Ono of the first acts of the infant Society was the establishment of a full 
fee-table. It eg ill a r dally visits aro ordered to be charged for at tho rate of ten 
shillings per week, exclusive of medicines. Phlebotomy, and tooth-pulling, 
were each one shilling six pence. The larger Bnrgical operations were fixed at 
three pounds, with from five shillings downward for subsequent dressings. 
Only ono operation is fixed at a higher figure—cutting for, tho stone, five 
pounds. Fractures and dislocations seem to have been wholly cared for at 
rules not exceeding two pounds. Medicines wero to bo charged at what seem 
to us high prices. Fills and powders, per dose, one to tbreo shillings ; and 
tincture?, per ounce, tbreo shillings; while “salivation, including medicines," 
could not be enjoyed for less than three pounds. 

Votes wero early passed requiring “ apprentices" to engage for not less than 
four years, to have a competent knowledge of Latin, and to pay ono hundred 
pounds for board ami tuition. 

In May, 17C9, a violent storm, which swelled the brooks and rivers, pre¬ 
vented tho regular meeting. 

The war of the Revolution caused the meetings of the Society to bo Bus- 
pended for several years. 

Several essays prepared for tho Society are hero printed. In point of literary 
merit they lose nothing by comparison with moro modern efforts of the same 
sort. Otherwise they are genuine medical curiosities. One, upon the “ Chemi¬ 
cal Principles of Bodies," and another, treatiug of atmospheric air, read moro 
like tho fanciful lucubrations of the old alchemists than like tho teachings of 
modern science. 

3. These Transactions of the Kentucky State Medical Society contain little 
or uothing requiring our comment. Besides tho record of proceedings at tho 
annual meeting, we find a presidential address upon matters concerning the 
interests of tho profession ; a brief article setting forth the claims, character, 
and usefulness of the U. S. Marino Hospitals; and a fow cases of ovariotomy 
with memoranda of the history of that operation in Kentucky. Wo may take 
this occasion to say that we do not believe that tho bulk of its yearly volume 
is any very trustworthy test of tho usefulness of a State medical society. A 
great work may bo done, in uniting, elevating, and instructing the profession, 
without any prctcnco to the communication of brilliuut discoveries, or original 
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ideas. The establishment und maintainnuco of a high moral and seiontifio 
tone, and the discouragement of quackery, are more legitimate objects than 
the accumulation of orations and addresses. These nro good and proper, but 
not essential. 

4. Wo are sorry to learn, from the Transactions of the Arkansas Medical 
Association, that the dissensions which have for some time past divided the 
profession and interfered with tho usefulness of thoir nnnur.l assemblies, nro 
Btill unassuaged. Reports and addresses which otherwise would kavo been 
prepared, have been prevented by tho prevailing disorganization. 

The use of digitalis in largo doses as n cardiac tonic, especially in continued 
fever, is warmly advocated by Dr. E. T. Easley. 

The oxytocic powers of ergot aro discussed by Dra. Dibrcll and Southall; 
tho former doubting and tho latter maintaining the old ideas as to tho produc¬ 
tion of expnlsivo contractions. 

Rr. E. Cross reports a case of suppuration of tho spleen, proceeding to 
spontaneous opening, externally. Tho patient was a man aged 27 years, sub¬ 
ject to severe attacks of intermittent from childhood. Tho amount of thin, 
offensive pus discharged at first, was about two quarts. For threo weeks a 
large quuntity of matter escaped daily, mingled with pieces of disorganized 
spleen. Emaciation increased, until, in addition to cod-liver oil and stimu¬ 
lants, injections of equal parts of tiucturo of iodino and water, with a few drops 
of carbolic ncid.wero employed. Improvement at once began, and after some 
three months, with some changes of the injection, tho disclmrgo ceased, and 
tho wound closed. Perfect recovery of health and weight was reported. 

5. Dr. G. L. Lewis communicates to tho Kansas Medical Society somo ex¬ 
tremely interesting observations upon the “ Effects of Compressed Air upon 
tho Human System.” Ilis remarks are founded upon experience in connection 
with works now in progress for tho building of piers for a brldgo across tho 
Missouri at Atchison. In the caissons, or mammoth diving-bells, at tho 
bottom of tho river, workmen aro subjected to a pressuro of two or three 
atmospheres, or thirty to forty-Gvo pounds to tho squaro inch. Tho worst 
effects nro felt Bhortly after returning to the open air. Constipation and gene¬ 
ral digeslivo derangement, with paroxysmal seizures of tho most frightful 
neuralgic pains, nro nlmost invariably produced. Partial paralysis is not in¬ 
frequent. Parts incapable of motion and deprived of common sensation, will 
yet bo the seat of atrocious pain. Headache and vertigo, and congestion of 
tho lungs, frequently occur. Recovery seems to follow a short removal from 
the causes of distress. Morphia and ergot aro belioved to hnsten euro or to 
relieve pain. 

In a paper upon “The Uso and Abuse of Alcoholic Liquors,” Dr. W. L. 
Schcnck supports with considerable ability tho idea that alcohol is neither a 
food nor a stimulant, but a truo nnmsthctic. 

A fatal case of enceplmloid diseuso, in a girl of fifteen, consisting of a pri¬ 
mary tumour of tho face, weighing fivo pounds, with extensive secondary de¬ 
posits, is reported by Dr. Mottram. 

Sevcrul minor papers call for no special notice. 

6. Tho Medical Society of the District of Columbia issues its proceedings 
in quarterly numbers. Those before us arc tho four going to make up volumo 
Becond. They are composed of reports of cnsC3 and discussions, to tho utter 
exclusion of set orations and essays. 
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A case of mesintcric hernia, or strangulation of the small intestine by a 
loop becoming engaged in an opening in the mesentery, was reported by Dr. 
J. T. Johnson. The discussion which followed naturally passed into ono upon 
laparotomy. Dr. Hagner reported a cusc of tumourof (he larynx. Asthmatic 
symptoms of long duration, with moro recent paroxysms of suffocative dyspnoea, 
were wholly removed by the removal of the growth. This was effected by re* 
peated cauterization. Previously, only the chloral hydrate controlled the 
alarming spasms of the larynx. 

An interesting case of inordinate consumption of alcohol and morphia gave 
rise to au interesting discussion. 

Tho vexed question of the best treatment for carbuncle was opened by Dr. 
Triplett, who urged a completo removal of the diseased mass by amputation. 
Ilis views were not shared by tho other speakers. 

The treatment of women after labour, and tho propriety of trephining in 
cranial fractures, formed tho topic of two interesting debates. 

Pathological specimens of injuries to the intestines wero shown by Dr. 
Ilnrtigan. In three cases rapture had occurred from a kick, with little or no 
external sign of violence. 

A specimen of aortic aneurism containing a fibrous clot gavo rise to much 
discussion. Rest, or iodide of potash, wero credited with the curative move¬ 
ment. Somo, however, deuied that a cure had occurred. 

Two cases of monstrous births gave rise to considerable dchatc. 

7. Wo arc glad to see, from the publishing committee of the Texas Medical 
Association, an earnest appeal to contributors to send in their articles in a 
decent literary form. Allowing all excuses, there is, thoy most justly state, “ a 
limit beyond which indulgence to delinquencies of this class ought not to 
extend.” 

Dr. D. R. Wallace, in a report upon medical progress, takes occasion to 
argue with considerable force in favour of the “ change of typo” theory, lie 
refers, too, with pride, to tho grand achievements of preventive mcdicino in 
modern times. 

Dr. II. R. Harrison takes tho ground that tho much discussed epidemic of 
1873, in certain parts of Texas, was not yellow fever at all, but a remittent fover 
of distinctly malarial origin. 

Dr. T. J. Heard contributes what would seem to bo an unusunlly valuable 
paper on “Malarial llrcmnturia.” By a most vexatious accident at the book- 
bindery, tho sheet containing its sixteen central pages is omitted from our copy, 
lie Eccuis to have gathered medical opiuion by circular letters of inquiry. His 
own remarks and inferences appear to bo extremely just. Dietetic reform, in 
improved cookery, tho free use of vegetables, tho cultivation of the native grapo 
for fruit and for wino, he believes to bo very important in preventing or removing 
tho malarial cachexia so widely prevalent. The particular malady, or symptom, 
ill question, is believed to bo to malarial fevers what black-vomit is to yellow 
fever, or collapse to cholera. Too much mercury nnd too much quinin, with 
too generul neglect of emetics, laxatives, nnd diaphoretics, are thought to bo 
partly accountable for the apparent increaso in tho obstinacy aud debilitating 
effects of malarial fevers in theso latter years. 

Dr. E. P. M. Johuson makes some remarks upon the same disease. Ho 
agrees with Dr. Heard in deeming opiates very injurious. Ho omits mercury 
entirely, whereas tho former uses it very moderately. Quinia is prescribed 
largely by Johuson, and sparingly by Heard. Tho bowels arc to bo kept well 
open, ob directed by both. 
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City Health Reports. 

A speedily fatal caso of hydrophobia, in a child, was greatly relieved in its 
last hours by chloral, given by the rectum. Tho dog showed no signs of discaso 
till two days after Kiting the child. 

A somewhat ful! synopsis of recent advances in surgery is prepared by Thos. 
D. Wat ten, M.D. 

A largo number of surgical cases and brief papers must be passed without 
notico. Ono curious case is reported, whero a squirrel’s tail, passed up the 
malo urethra, became tho nucleus of a vesical calculus one and a half inches 
by three and a half inches in its diameters. Tho Btono was found.to contaiu 
tho tail, to tho length of fivo inches. After tho operation of lithotomy, tho 
wound of two and a half inches in length was closed by two stitches. Ten days 
later, tho surgeon found his patient up, and well, though, through somo mis¬ 
take, ho had received no medical attention sinco tho operation. This is truly a 
wonderful talo. 

Earnest efforts havo been mado to obtain legislation establishing a Stulo 
Board of Health, but so far without success. 

8. In a report to tho Territorial Medical Society of Colorado, Dr. Massoy 
deprecates tho extravagant pretensions sometimes mado concerning tho sanitary 
advantages of that region. In ninny consumptive cases, however, its climate 
is very beneficial. Asthma is almost certain to bo entirely reliovcd. Persons 
suffering under malarial cachexia also find great benefit from its mountain air. 
Wounds heal kindly with littlo suppuration. That it gives any exemption 
from pneumonia, rheumatism, neuralgia, and digc3tivo troubles, tho reporter 
denies. Cardiac, renal, and cephalic diseases, if wo understand the writer, may 
bo rather aggravated iu Colorado. 

Dr. F. J. Bancroft suggests, that in certain cases phthisical patients may bo 
benofited by tho drainago of pulmonary abscesses and cavities. Much harass¬ 
ing cough, burrowing, or absorption of matter, may bo provented by forming a 
direct outlet through the thoracic walls. A tubo with valve opening only out¬ 
ward is suggested. It is claimed that Colorado is especially exempt from in¬ 
flammatory action in chest-wounds. A man who was accidentally shot through 
a vomica, recovered from wound and phthisis. Three other enses aro instanced 
whero drainago led to recovory, or much prolonged life. 

W. H. Williams, M.D., reports a ease of umbilical hernia in an adult woman. 
Taxis at last failing to reduce tho tumour, after several times relieving stran¬ 
gulation, an operation was performed. Tho tumour was compared in colour and 
size to a ripe egg-plant. Strangulation was easily reduced, but tho attempt at 
a radical euro wholly failed. Tho integuments over tho hernia had bccomo 
very thin. B. L. R. 


Art. XXX .—City Health Reports. 

1. Third Annual Report of the Board of Health of the City of Boston. 
8vo. pp. 127. 1875. 

2. Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Health of the City of Dayton. 
8vo, pp. 23. 1876. 

3. Report of the Health' Officers of the City and County of San Francisco, 
for the year ending June 30, 1875. 8vo. pp. 77. 

4. Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Health of the City of St. 
Louis for 1874. 8vo. pp. 107. 

1, This is moro exclusively a health report than that of our own city, inas¬ 
much as tho Boston organization is not charged with tho registration of vital 



